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LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

Major productivity gains in the movement of general cargo have been made
possible by containerization and intermodal technologies (photograph cour-
tesy Joe Rodriguez, Port of New Orleans).

to be 25 to 40 percent less than that of moving containers on
flatcars, which is also roughly equivalent to the cost of moving bulk
cargo over land (Talley 1988; Hayuth 1987). Continued gains in
terminal productivity are likely, but they will probably come from
information systems technology, design improvements, and, per-
haps, improved labor-management relations rather than from the
economies of scale provided by new cranes, ships, and terminals
(see Chapter 8).

Because the transportation system in the United States is competi-
tive, the cost savings of the intermodal revolution have been passed